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252 The School Review 

The Story of Columbus. By Elizabeth Eggleston SeELYE. 

With Ninety-nine Illustrations by Allegra Eggleston. Edited 

by Edward Eggleston. D. Appleton & Co., 1892. pp. xvi, 

3°3- 

The mass of Columbus books is already becoming almost ap- 
palling, but the present volume seems to occupy a field largely 
its own. As explained by Edward Eggleston in his introduc- 
tion, the purpose of the book is to tell the story of Columbus ' ' in 
a manner interesting and delightful to the general reader." Dr. 
Eggleston points out the fact that, in the revulsion from the 
method of the old school of biographers who inculcated a spirit 
of hero-worship destructive to true historical knowledge, there has 
been a tendency to undervalue the great characters of history. 
" Not content with robbing them of the false laurels with which 
our imaginative predecessors have crowned them, we give way to 
a pessimistic passion for denying them any virtue at all. Because 
they have been praised for qualities they have not, we scorn them 
for false pretenders." Mrs. Seelye has wisely avoided both these 
extremes. While making no pretension to original research, she 
has used the results of the latest critical investigations, but her 
narrative is not disfigured by the destructive attacks of one or two 
recent biographers. Healthful and discriminating admiration for 
the man does not blind her to his defects. Columbus is exhibited 
as a typical fifteenth century mariner, — often cruel, superstitious 
and deceptive, but still great in heart and deed. (See pp. 182, 
218, 221, etc.) 

One cannot but wish that the author had, in place of so large 
an amount of mere description and incidental details, inserted 
more information of a solid nature. This, it would seem, could 
have been done without destroying the popular character of the 
book. The highly circumstantial account of Marco Polo's trav- 
els (Chap. I), is a case in point. Into this might be woven some 
account of early geographical knowledge as to the rotundity of 
the earth and the lands of the East. So, too, the very interesting 
fact (p. 41) that, but for his mistaken notion of the dimensions of 
the earth, Columbus would hardly have entertained his great 
project, is not fully intelligible without an explanation of the old 
belief, based on the apocryphal book of Esdras, that the surface 
of the earth was six-sevenths land and one-seventh water. 

But on the whole the book admirably fulfils the purpose of the 
author, and ought to do much towards popularizing a correct 
knowledge of the life and work of Columbus. As a book for the 
young and for supplementary reading in the schools it is espec- 
ially to be commended. The tasty binding renders it attractive, 
and the excellent cuts will add much both to its interest and its 
value for these purposes. 

Ulysses G. Weatherly. 

Cornell University. 



